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LONGLISTED FOR THE GUARDIAN CHILDREN'S FICTION PRIZE 2016Subhi is a refugee. He

was born in an Australian permanent detention center after his mother and sister fled the violence of

a distant homeland, and the center is the only world he knows. But every night, the faraway whales

sing to him, the birds tell him their stories, and the magical Night Sea from his mother's stories

brings him gifts. As Subhi grows, his imagination threatens to burst beyond the limits of the fences

that contain him. Until one night, it seems to do just that. Subhi sees a scruffy girl on the other side

of the wire mesh, a girl named Jimmie, who appears with a notebook written by the mother she lost.

Unable to read it herself, Jimmie asks Subhi to unravel her family's love songs and tragedies that

are penned there. Subhi and Jimmie might both find comfort-and maybe even freedom-as their tales

unfold. But not until each has been braver than ever before and made choices that could change

everything.
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I received a free copy of The Bone Sparrow from the publisher in return for an honest review.The

plight of the characters in The Bone Sparrow is one that we all should be aware of as it's currently

happening in refugee camps right now. It's a shocking, heartbreaking and sad story, made all the

more frightening because it's a reality for far too many people.The Bone Sparrow draws you into the

lives of two young characters and their families, one living outside the fence of the refugee camp



and one inside, who find each other and strike up a friendship. As the story progresses the violent

and inhumane treatment of refugees is at the forefront and it's disturbing reading. But, as disturbing

as the storyline is, it's also beautiful. The friendship between the two characters offers hope and an

escape from reality for them both.As the author points out in the afterword, this is really happening.

These poor people are suffering and being treated worse than animals. It's not right. We need to

step up. More needs to be done to help these poor souls.There but for the grace of God, go I.
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